


Introductions
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What is our role?

ÅTo facilitate the meeting(s) from a neutral position

ÅWe do not have a vested interest in the outcome

ÅProvided background, and historical information as we 
know it

ÅAssist with the processto identify the issues you as 
residents have with the channel and eventually identify 
possible solutions.

ÅWe are not here to provide an answer to the issues, we 
are here only tohelp you as a community to work 
together to define what that might be.



This is the first 
of a possible 

series of 
meetings

Jun 9, 2023: history of channel 
and discuss issues

July 6, 2023: discuss potential 
solutions to the issues identified

TBD, 2023: discuss permitting 
with DNR/Army Corps

TBD, 2023: select a path forward



Expectations/Ground Rules

Generate as many ideas as 
possible

.Ŝ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŦǳƭ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ 
ideas

Keep the conversation 
positive - no negative 

comments

.ǳƛƭŘ ƻŦŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ƛŘŜŀǎ



Why just the tail?

¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ άƻǘǘŜǊ ǘŀƛƭέ
In 1750 the first explores in the area met with 
a band of natives on the shore of ά[ŀŎ ŘŜ ƭŀ 
vǳŜǳŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ hǳǘŜǊέ, which translates roughly 
to the Lake of the Otters Tail. The name 
derives from the sand bar shaped like an 
ƻǘǘŜǊΩǎ ǘŀƛƭ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ hǘǘŜǊ ¢ŀƛƭ wƛǾŜǊ ŜƴǘŜǊǎ 
Otter Tail Lake (on the North East end of the 
lake) and now over two centuries later the 
ƻǘǘŜǊΩǎ ǘŀƛƭ ǎŀƴŘ ōŀǊ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ

https://ottertailcountymn.us/history/


History ς 
What we 

know



Floating the 
Logs

ÅIn the late 1800's the logging industry used the Otter Tail River to move 
their logs. In the spring logs were "driven" down the Otter Tail River to saw 
mills in Frazee and Fergus Falls. Dams were constructed to raid the rivers high 
enough to float the logs. Once the water was raised to proper levels, the dams 
were released, rushing the logs downstream. Records in 1884 calm that a log 
drive occurred from Becker County to Winnipeg via the Red River (Otter Tail 
River) The drive began on April 28 and reached its destination on July 26, 
floating logs an estimated 1,760 miles.



Around 1900 name changed from Red River to 
Otter Tail River
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